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IN THE CLAIMS- 
1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently amended) A method in a client sy«* em f or searching documents in a 
network comprising one or a plurality ft f server sy ste ms, wherein 

A i document <feat can be accessed on a the server system from a client system 
in o notworlc ooiupiioing one oi n plurality of oc i ver gyotomo and one or a plu i uli t y 
ef cliont oyster , comprising information related to a geographic location, said 
document characterized in that it comprises* a tag including a tag identifier and a 
geographic address, said geographic address comprising encoded geographic 
coordinates of the geographic location described or referenced in the document 
and said tag identifies the tag as being a geographical tag to enable geographic 
search capability of the tag, 
said method comprisi ng the steps o f; 

* specifying a reference po fnt; 

* determining geographic co ordinates of said reference rtoint- 

* encoding said geograph i c coordinates in a , geographic ad dre* ff; 

* searching on the plurality of server systems for documents tagged with saiH 
geographic address: 

* «P«a*Ving a geographic area around the reference point- 

* determining geographic co ordinates of said geograp hic 

' -^coding said geog raphic c oordinates q fuzzv geographic address ; 

* searching on the plurality of server system s , for documents tagged with a 
geographic address corre s pon ding to a geograp hic location within the raanm hin. 
area; 

* - h - efein ^ep of encoding geographic coordi n ates of a geo^phic area in a 
fizzy geographic addrpss comprises th e f urther steps of r 0mpu ti na fW.v 
geographic coordinates bv rearing a wild ^ faf ftnP nr cw ^, 

significant digits of absolute geographic roorH i nate s nf r v.) of frft 

BOffiUcpending on a specified geogranhio ^ safd ^id ParA „ haracter beinp 
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interpreted as "anv trailin g string", and including said fuzzv geographic 
coordinate s in said fiizzv geographic address . 

9. (Currently amended) A method i n a client system for searching documents in a 
network comprising one or a pluralit y of server systems, wherein 

A & document &at can be accessed on a the server system from 6 the client system 
in a network oomprioing ono or a plurality ofaervor oyotomo and one or a plurality 
of client oyotcma , comprising information related to a geographic location, said 
document characterized in that it comprises* a tag including a geographic address, 
said geographic address comprising encoded geographic coordinates of the 
geographic location described or referenced in the document, wherein said tag 
also includes one or a plurality of geographic attributes related to the geographic 
location described or referenced in the document to enable geographic search 
capability of both the geographic location and the geographic attributes a 
said metho d comprising the steps of: 

* specifying a reference p nint; 

* determining geograph ic coordinates of said reference point: 

* encoding said geographi c coordinates in a geographic address; 

* searching on the plurality of server s ystems for documents tagged with said 
geographic address 

* specifying a geographic a rea around the reference point; 

* determining geographic coordinates of said geographic area: 

* encoding said geographic coordinates in a fiizzv geographic address: 

* Searching on the plurality of server systems, for documents tanned with a 
geographic address corresponding to a geog raphic location within the geographic 
area; 

* Wtoin said step of encoding geograp hic coordinates of a geographic area in a 
fszzv geographic addres s comprises, the further steps of computing fViray 
geographic coordinates bv repl acing a wild card character for one or several less 
significant digits of absolute geogr aphic coordinates (X r Y.l of the reference 
point depending on a specified g eographic area, said wild card character being 
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interpreted as "any trailing string, a Q d including said finav geographic 
coordinatea in ««iH fit 7ZV geography pAArezs 

(Original) The document according to any one of claims 8 to 9 wherein: 

• said network is an Internet Protocol network; 

• said document is a hyper text markup language (HTML) document; 

• said one or plurality of server systems are Web servers; 

• said one or plurality of client systems are Web clients. 



1 1 - (Previously presented) The method according to claim 8 or 9 wherein the 
geographic coordinates of the geographic location described or referenced in the 
document are: 



• bi-dimensional and expressed in terms of longitude and latitude; or, 

• three-dimensional and expressed in terms of longitude, latitude and altitude. 

1 2. (Previously presented) The document according to claim 8 or 9 wherein said 
encoded geographic coordinates of the geographic location include: 

• absolute geographic coordinates (X,Y) of said location, with X being an absolute 
longitude X and Y being an absolute latitude Y, wherein: 

• the absolute longitude X is length of an arc of a terrestrial parallel that goes 
from a Greenwich meridian to said location in a clockwise direction; and, 

• the absolute latitude Y is length of another arc of a terrestrial meridian from a 
North Pole to said location. 



13. (Cancelled) 
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14. (Currently amended) The method according to daim 1 3 claims 8 or 9 
comprising the further steps of: 

• spetifying one or a plurality of geographic attributes; 

• searching on the plurality of server systems, for documents tagged with said one 
or plurality of geographic attributes. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently amended) The method according to «k»a43 claims 8 or 9 wherein 
said step of encoding geographic coordinates of the reference point in a geographic 
address comprises the further steps of: 

• computing absolute geographic coordinates (X„Y,.) of said reference point, with 
Xr being an absolute longitude X, and Y T being an absolute latitude Y r , wherein: 

• the absolute longitude X r is length of an arc of a terrestrial parallel that goes 
from a Greenwich meridian to said reference point in a clockwise direction; 
and, 

• the absolute latitude Y r is length of another arc of a terrestrial meridian from a 
North Pole to said reference point ; 

• including said absolute geographic coordinates (X, Y r ) in said geographic address 
(gURL). 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) The method according to oloim 13 herein claims 8 or 9 
wherein said step of specifying a reference point comprises the step of: 



• selecting the reference point on a digital map by means of any pointing device; 



or 
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specifying the reference point once for all; or 

• specifying the reference point once for all; or 

• measuring an actual position of the client system and using said actual position as 
the reference point. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently amended) A computer readable medium comprising instructions 
adapted for carrying out the method according to claim 13 claims 8 or 9 . 

2 1 . (Previously presented ) A method in a client system for displaying geographic 
information comprised in documents according to claims 8 or 9, said method comprising, 
for each document, the steps of: 

• retrieving absolute geographic coordinates from the geographic address tagged on 
the documents; and, 

• mapping the geographic location according to said retrieved absolute geographic 
coordinates, 

22. (Original) The method according to claim 21 comprising the further step of: 

• associating in a table in the client system, network address and the retrieved 

absolute geographic coordinates of each document. 
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23. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 21 wherein said step of 
mapping geographic locations comprises the further step of: 

• defining a scale according to: 

• the absolute geographic coordinates of documents; and/or 

• some reference geographic coordinates and scales. 

24. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 21, wherein the documents 
are identified responsive to a search query, and wherein the step of mapping a geographic 
location comprises the step of: 

• displaying a sensible icon for: 

• pointing to the retrieved absolute geographic coordinates of the geographic 
location; and, 

• pointing to the network address of the document. 

25 . (Currentl y amended) The method according to claim 13 claims 8 or 9 
comprising the further step of: 

• mapping the reference point. 

26. (Previously presented ) The method according to claim 22 comprising the further 
steps of: 

• pointing to an icon by means of any pointing device; and 

• accessing the document by means of the network address in the table. 

27. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
documents are identified responsive to a search query, and comprising the further steps 
of: 
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• pointing to an icon representing the geographic location by means of any pointing 
device; and 

• responsive to said pointing, retrieving a minimum information related to the 
geographic location associated with said icon, said minimum information 
comprising in particular: 

• a title or name of the geographic location; 

• a short description of said geographic location; 

• geographic coordinates of said geographic location. 

28. (Previously presented ) The method according to claim 24 wherein said step of 
mapping geographic locations comprises the further step of: 

• displaying icons on a geographic map with the same scale and reference point that 
is used to display said sensible icon. 

29. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 21 wherein said step of 
mapping geographic locations comprises the further step of: 

• retrieving a geographic map from one or a plurality of server systems; or 

• storing a geographic map in the client system. 

30. (Previously presented) A system, in particular a client system, for carrying out 
the method according to claim 21 . 

3 1 . (Previously presented) A computer readable medium comprising instructions 
adapted for carrying out the method according to claim 2 1 . 

32. (Cancelled) 
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